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NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDE: ARLINGTON

Did You Know.. ..

Al Pacino once ate a burrito at the Iwo Jima Memarial?
(And other essential Arlington facts and stats.]

HIGH SCHOOL
TO THE STARS

Washington-Lee
Shirley MacLaine, class of 1952
Warren Beatty, class of 1955
Sandra Bullock, class of 1982

RESIDENT
CHATTERING CLASS

Peter Alexander, NBC News
Eugene Rohinson,
Washington Post

Chuck Todd, Meet the Press

HIS TORICAL NOTES

In 1791, the land that includes
Arlington was part of DC—at the
time a diamond shape. Congress
gave that land back to Virginia in
1846 so the state could pay for a
canal project along the Potomac.

During Watergate, the source
known as Deep Throat met with
Bob Woodward in a parking
garage on Wilson Boulevard in
Rosslyn. The county board voted
to tear the garage down in 2014.

SCREENTIME

In 2003’s The Recruit, Al Pacino
eats a burrito at the Marine Corps
War Memarial (a.k.a. the lwo Jima
Memarial] in Arlington Ridge Park.

In the season-one finale of
The West Wing, President Jed
Bartlet, played by Martin Sheen,
gets shot in a scene filmed at the
former Newseum site in Rosslyn.

URBAN LEGEND

Pets around Four Mile
Run began disappearing
in 1974, giving rise to the
tale of the so-called Beast
of Barcroft (the inspiration
for a 2015 e-hook of the
same name by Arlingtonian
Bill Schweigart]. The National
Zoo eventually captured
the culprit, a cat-like car-
nivore called a civet ... or
did it?

BY THE NUMBERS

At 25.8 square miles,
Arlington County is the
nation’s smallest.

81 languages are spoken by
public-school students, who
come from 96 countries.

Arlington has 86 miles of biking
and jogging trails, 8 libraries,
and 652 restaurants.

At 2.8 percent, Arlington County
has the Washington area’s
lowest unemployment rate.

207,627 people live in the county.

22207 (North Arlington] is the
county’s most expensive Zip
code, with a median home price
of $890,000.

22206 (Shirlington] is the least
expensive, with a median home
price of $399,000.

—JACKSON KNAPP

Sources: Arlington County government; US Bureau of Labor Statistics;
RealEstate Business Intelligence; US Census Bureau
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Local talent: Members of the Arlington Artists
Alliance show work at Gallery Underground.

and platform heels. Finders Keepers also
sells vintage furniture, some of it painted
and repurposed in-house. 5906 and 5912
Washington Blvd.; 703-241-9227 (Finders
Keepers); 571-335-4744 (It’s All Good).

Fort Myer Thrift Shop

This secondhand store on a military base is
for serious bargain hunters only—to get here,
you have to go through a security checkpoint
and have your car searched. But the chance
to sort through a seemingly endless supply
of unusual goods consigned and donated by
world-traveling military families is worth
the hassle. During arecent visit, one shopper
hadjust consigned ahandmade rug from the
Middle East. Non-military should call ahead
for hours. Main gate on Washington Blvd. at
S. Second St.; store at Forrest Cir., Building
224-225; 703-527-0664.

Gallery Underground

This Crystal City art gallery celebrates local
talent, hosting rotating exhibits of juried
work in all media by members of the Ar-
lington Artists Alliance. Highlights from a
recent visit included gilded iconography by
Laura Clerici, glazed animal sculptures by
Trinka Roeckelein, and playful realist still
lifes by Dennis Crayon. 2100 Crystal Dr.;
571-483-0652.

Kinder Haus Toys

Kinder Haus is known for classic toys
—including wooden play sets by Melissa
& Doug, Madame Alexander dolls, and
Folkmanis puppets—but owner Sue Pyatt
isn’t above capitalizing on a trend. With
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Euro-treasure: Paris-inspired home goods and gifts line the shelves at Le Village Marché.

the new Star Wars movie on the way, she’s
got a hefty stock of figurines at the ready.
1220 N. Fillmore St.; 703-527-5929.

Le Village Marché

Owner Angela Phelps’s love of Paris is
apparent upon entering her French-
inflected boutique in Shirlington. Cafe
music plays softly. Provencal tea towels,
Laguiole knives and soaps from Mar-
seille, and glassware with fleurs-de-lis
line the shelves. You’ll find decor and
gifts from $20 to $150—something for
any budget. 2800 S. Randolph St., Suite
110-A (entrance on Campbell Ave.); 703-
379-4444.

Revolution Cycles

The local chain’s Clarendon shop is most
popular with commuting cyclists, who
can find a huge selection of clothing, tools,
and gear from Bontrager and other top
labels on the main level. Go upstairs to
find Dahon folding bicycles, Felt electric
bikes, and classic styles from Raleigh. 2731
Wilson Blvd.; 703-312-0007.

Trade Roots Gift Store & Coffee Shop

Owner Lisa Ostroff majored in international
relations and considered joining the Peace
Corps. Instead, she decided she could do

good by selling beautiful gifts and house-
wares (straw giraffes from Madagascar,
jewelry from Thailand)—in the process
creating economic opportunities for people
in less developed parts of the world. She’s
recently expanded her offerings to include
tableware and a fair-trade coffee shop
strewn with batik pillows. 5852 Washington
Blvd.; 571-335-4274.

Waste Knot Needlepoint

All of those things that were just lying
around your grandmother’s house—type-
writers, Mason jars, record players—are
cool again, and needlepoint is no excep-
tion. (Taylor Swift is reportedly a devotee
of the hobby.) There’s no better spot to
stock up on supplies than Waste Knot,
which carries hand-painted canvases
for all occasions and dozens of types of
thread. 4502 Lee Hwy.; 703-807-1828.

Wylie Wagg

The staff at the Clarendon outpost of this
local chain know the neighborhood pets
by name. The shop prides itself on stock-
ing eco-friendly, locally produced goods
and sells food, both raw and dry, that a
third party has certified as 100 percent
humanely produced. 2509 N. Franklin
Rd.; 703-875-2007. —J.s.
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